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SILVA Networ k

The SILVA Network is a non-profit
academic organisation concerned
with Forestry higher education in
Europe. The Network hasalready 36
active member institutions in 22
European countries and new
members are joining the Network
annually.

The Objectives

The primary objective of the SILVA
Network isto stimul ate and facilitate
educational co-operation between
themember universities. Itsactivities
include student and teacher mobility,
as well as the development of joint
courses and degree programs.
Special emphasis is given to the
development and use of ICT
(Information and Communication
Technology) to enhance the
development of pan-European
Forestry education.

The SILVA Network isaso involved in
international exchange programmes
extending beyond Europe, including
Canada and Asia.

Sanding Committee of ICA

Since 1997 the SILVA Network hasbeen
one of the four standing committees of
ICA (Interuniversity Consortium of
Agricultural and Related Sciences in
Europe) which aims at the devel opment
of concerted actions in the field of
Higher Education and Research in
Agricultural and related sciencesin the
geographic region of Europe. The
membership of ICA has given SILVA
Network a permanent status.

The University of Joensuu currently
holds the Presidency of the SILVA
Network. The President of the Network
is Prof. Dr. Paavo Pelkonen and Ms
Liisa Tahvanainen is the Secretary
General of the SLVA Network.

members
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TOWARDSTHE EUROPEAN DIMENSION IN FORESTRY EDUCATION

Following the signing of the Sorbonne (1998) and Bologna (1999) Declarations and the subsequent meeting in
Praguein 2001, the European Ministersresponsible for Higher Education have affirmed their intention to develop
high education in order to increase efficiency and improve the quality of academic institutions. Even as the
Ministers have recognised the national needs and challengesthey have, at the sametime, shown strong commitment

to the joint efforts in the development of educational areain Europe.

During the process the following 6 core areas of development have been defined:

1. Adoption of a system of easily readable and
comparable degrees

The aim is to introduce a comprehensive and fair academic and
professional recognition of course units, degreesand other awards.
Students should be able to use their qualifications, competencies
and skills throughout the European University sector.

2. Adoption of a system essentially based on two main
cycles

The aim is to introduce a degree structure based on two cycles
(undergraduate/graduate) in the European academic institutions.
The programmes leading to a degree may have different
orientationsand profilesin order to meet the diversity inthe needs
of students and labour market.

3. Establishment of a system of credits
The aim is to develop a common credit transfer system such as

4. Promotion of mobility
The process of European integration is based on people-to-people
exchange and on the mobility of students, teachersand researchers.
Strong cross-cultural links will
be key elementsin order to strengthen co-operation between the

regions in Europe

5. Promotion of European co-operation in quality
assurance

A comprehensive quality assurance system is needed to fulfil the
challenges of the four targets above. Universities will be
encouraged to assess and disseminate best practices in teaching

and research.

6. Promotion of the European dimensions in higher
education

the ECTS. In order to further strengthen the European dimension of higher

education the aim is to increase the development of modules,
courses and curricula at al levels with “European” content and
orientation.

The SILVA-Network as a standing committee of | CA has agreat challenge to promote development in the area of
academic forestry education in Europe. We have to put strong emphasis on balanced progress in different regions
in Europe. Especially to day, every partnership and co-operation between the EU countries and the countriesin
eastern-central and central Europe is utmost importance.

There isagreat difference of forest utilisation from preservation to oversized timber production along the east-
west linein Europe. The diversity in values has to be decreased through real discussion about the codes of ethical
conduct of sustainable forestry. It is the basic element of the European dimension in forestry for the coming
decades.

The annual conference of the SILVA-Network will be held in Warsaw in the beginning of September. The number
of participating universities from Eastern Europe will be higher than ever before. The topic of the conferenceis
distance learning. New opportunities for informationand communication technology in the context of forestry
education will provide greater perspectives for promotion of the European dimension in the academic forestry
education in the spirit of the Sorbonne - Bologna - Prague declarations.

Silvat?

Professor Paavo Pelkonen
President of the SILVA Network
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SILVA Network

President:
Prof. Dr. Paavo Pelkonen,
University of Joensuu
Finland

Secretary General:
Ms Liisa Tahvanainen

Members:
36 European Universities

Office at Joensuu, Finland:
SILVA Network

University of Joensuu

P. O. Box 111

80101 Joensuu

Finland

Tel: +358 13 251 4429

Fax: +358 13 251 3590

Email: silva.network@joensuu.fi
URL: http://gis.joensuul.fi

Membership

Applications for membership
should be addressed to the
President of the SILVA Network.
The President or Secretary General
will introduce the new membership
application at the Annual
Conference, where they will be
approved. Applicants must invite a
SILVA Network representative to
visit theapplyinginstitution in order
to become acquainted with the
institution before membership can
be approved. The membership
application formula can be found
from:
http://gis.joensuu.fi/silva/
int_scr.htm

SILVA Network General Assembly 2001

The SILVA Network General Assembly 2001 was held in Munich,
Germany on 5" April, together with the fourth SILVA Network/AFANET
workshop on “Workshop on Virtual Forestry Education in Europe”.
Eighteen participants representing eleven different universities or
organisations attended the Assembly.

Asastanding committee of ICA, the SILVA Network has found its niché
inthe European Academic world. The Network has admitted new members
amost every year and has become very active in numerous projects, as
well as in associations with ICA, ASEF and AFANET. The ongoing
projects of SILVA Network became the leading topics of the General
Assembly of 2001, chaired by the SILVA President Prof. Dr. Paavo
Pelkonen from the University of Joensuu, Finland.

Activities

Prof. Dr. Pelkonen presented the main topics of the activities during the
academic-year 2000-2001. Secretary General Mr Pekka A&nismaa
highlighted briefly the Asia-Europe Forestry Exchange Programme
(ASEFOREP) which is funded by the Asia-Europe Foundation (A SEF),
the M Sc European Forestry Programme. The EU-Canada project for co-
ordination in higher education and training, the Teaching Module
“Forestry in Changing Societiesin Europe”, Socrates|ntensive Programme
on Mountain Forestry and “ Virtual European Forestry Faculty VIEFOR”
project under AFANet. For moreinformation, please seethe special articles
in this newsl etter.

Presidency and secretariat

The procedural rules of SILVA Network were approved in General
Assembly of 1999. At the same time, the General Assembly gave afour-
year mandate for Prof. Paavo Pelkonen to act as a President of SILVA
Network. The General Assembly agreed that the secretariat will belocated
in Joensuu at least until September 2003 and that the current President
will continue in his positition until that date.

The Next General Assembly

The next SILVA Network General Assembly will be held at Warsaw
Agriculture University, Poland.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

SILVA Network General

Assembly 2002
5" of September 2002 in Warsaw Poland

The statutory General Assembly of SILVA Network
will be held on September 5 at Warsaw Agricultural
University, Warsaw Poland from 16.00 — 18.00. All
SILVA members arewarmly welcometo the meeting.

Summonsto the meeting and the agendaare sent also
via e-mail to all the member institutions. Together
with minutes the members were also informed of a
suggestion for amendment to the rules. Two
membership applications have been received; one
from The Institute of Forestry and Landscape
Architecture of National Agriculture University, Kyiv,
Ukraine and a further application from the Forestry
Faculty of the University of Sarajevo, Bosnia -
Herzegovina. The Applicationswill be submitted for
approval in the meeting.

Schedule of SILVA General Assembly
4th - 7th September 2002

4th - 5th  Arriva and registration

5th SILVA Network Generd Assembly and
presentations

6th Workshop on ICT in Forestry Education

7th Excursion to experimental forestry station
and research centre.

8th Departure
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The Fifth SILVA Network European
Workshop

VIRTUAL EUROPEAN FORESTRY

FACULTY

Information and Communication
Technologies in Forestry Education in
Europe

Under the AFANet Thematic Network Project for
Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture, and the Environment

We have the pleasure of inviting you to thefifth SILVA
Network European workshop , that will be held on
September 6%, 2002. The venue of the workshop will
be Warsaw Agricultural University, Poland. The SILVA
Network General Assembly will be held prior to the
workshop, on Thursday, 5", September.

The purpose of the workshop is to continue the
discussion on Forestry Education in Europe, which was
started at the Munich workshop in Spring 2001. The
objective of the Warsaw workshop will beto investigate
and discuss the perspectives to promote European
dimensions in forestry education and furthermore to
presentsuccessful ICT experiences and systems and to
share ideas for concrete co-operation and devel opment
actions of VIEFOR.

The proceedings of the workshop will be published in

December 2002, and will be open for articles of all the
attaining participants. Participants wishing to submit
articles for the proceeding should deliver complete
manuscripts preferably in rich text format (.rtf) in
electronic form (through mail or disc) and aso paper
copies by 20" of October.

Theparticipationfeeis400 PLN (115¢). Travel expenses,
and accommodation are to be paid by the participants.

For more information contact the SILVA Network Office:
silva.network@joensuu.fi
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NEW

Memorandum of
Understanding with
IFSA

SILVA Network has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
with the IFSA, The International
Forestry Students Association,
aiming to bring students and uni-
versity teachers more closely

together at a pan-European level

EU-Canada co-operation

The EU-Canada project for co-operation in higher education and training,
Human Dimensionsin 21% Century Forestry, waslaunched in December
1998. Theproject aimsat building functioning networ k between European
and Canadian educational institutions providing forestry education and to
establish a balanced exchange of students and staff members. The
European consortium consists of 10 Universities. In Canada, the Project
has 4 member universities and a partner non-government organisation,
Haliburton Forest.

Aim

The goal isto improve the professional education of forest resource managers and increase
the international mobility of forestry graduates. Making students aware of challengesfacing
forestry in Europe and Canada is one of the common objectives.

Administration

The University of Joensuu is responsible for the overall administration of the Project in
Europe. Every ingtitution recruits students and establishes their own contacts with other
institutions.

Transatlantic Sudent Mobility

During the fourth (extension) year of the project, which ends in October 2002, 19 student
exchanges will have taken place from Europe to Canada. The University of Freiburg will
organise an intensive field course in Canada in September 2002 jointly with the University
of Toronto in Haliburton Forest, Ontario.

Project meetings

Prof. Paavo Pelkonen and Mr. Eero Forss from the University of Joensuu participated in the
annual EC/Canada/US Consortia Meeting that was held in M Unster, Germany, in December
2001. The annual joint consortia meeting of the project was held in Fredericton, New
Brunswick, Canada, in June 2002. From Europe, the Universities of Joensuu, Helsinki and
Freiburg, and Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences participated the meeting. All
Canadian partner universities were present. The highlight of the meeting was a one day
presentation of the Fundy Model Forestin New Brunswick. Also, avirtual forestry education
project VIEFOR (Virtual European Forestry Faculty) and a computer based examination

platform (Exam AQUARIUM) were presented.

Future of the co-operation

The project was originally scheduled to end in October 2001. However, an extension year
was granted for both consortia. For the European consortium, the European Commission
made available the funds that had been left unused during the original project period. It has
been decided that a new cooperation will be developed with a new partner structure, which
will includeinstitutionsfrom the US. Asthe new coordinatorsin Canada and Europewill act

the Universities of New Brunswick and Freiburg. The application is due in the spring 2003.

For more information, please contact the SILVA Network Office or see the project
homepage at http://gis.joensuu.fi/eu_canada.
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ASEFOREP

The Asia-Europe Forestry Exchange Programme

The Asia-Europe Forestry Exchange Programme (ASEFOREP) is a collabor ative exchange programme
between Asian and Eur opean educational institutionsthat arecommitted tointer national people-to-people
exchange. The programme isfunded by the Asian-Europe Foundation.

Sudent and teacher Exchange

The programme started in September 2000. By now 18 European students and 9 Asian students have participated
in the program. Besides student exchange the first teachers from Europe to Asia (3) and also from Asia to
Europe (1) travelled to give lectures during the academic year 2001-2002.

The Annual Meeting 2002
The last Annual Meeting of ASEFOREP was held in T l'””‘!
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on 22-23 March 2002. The
main issue of the meeting was quality assurance of
exchanges. From Europe, the Universities of Joensuu and
Florence, Technical University Munich and Swedish
University of Agricultural Sciences participated the
meeting. The next meetings will be held in Ume3,
Sweden, in March 2003 and in Bogor, Indonesia, in 2004.

The Memorandum of Under standing

The Memorandum of Understanding has been circulated
among the original partners for signing, which will be
completed in the near future. For the new partners “an
appendix MoU” will be soon sent for signing together with the original MoU as a reference. University of the
Philippines Los Barios (UPLB), The Philippines, has decided not to sign the Memorandum of Understanding,
and is thus currently not an active member and can not participate the exchanges.

The Members
The ASEFOREP program already has 13 active members:

Ada _ Europe:

* Universiti PutraMalaysia (UPM), Faculty of *  University of Agricultural Sciences (BOKU),
Forestry, Malaysia Vienna, Austria

*  AsiaPacific Association of Forest Research *  University of Florence, Institute for Forest
Institutes (APAFRI), Malaysia Management and Technology (DISTAF), Florence

* Hokkaido University Forests (HUF), Japan Italy

* TheNorthwest Sci-Tech University of Agriculture  + ypjiversity of Joensuu, Finland
and Forestry (NWSUAF), PR China *  University of Lleida (ETSEA), Spain

*  The Northesst forestry University (NEFU), PR *  Sedish University of Agricultural Sciences
China o | (SLU), Sweden

*  Bogor Agricultural University, Indonesia *  Technical University Munich (TUM)

*  Kasetsart University, Thailand
In Addition, Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) is participating the activities of ASEFOREP.
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See the AFANet Web site
at http://www.afanet.info/
for further information.

ICA General Assembly
2002

Information about the
programme and
registration can be
obtained through the
website http://
echae6.steg.teiher.gr

AFANET INFO

The EU Socrates Thematic Network for Agriculture

Forestry, Aquaculture, and the Environment (AFANet),
aims to develop a European dimension to education
and co-operation at universitiesand collegesin Europe
which offer degree programmesin agriculture, forestry,
aguaculture and environmental fields.

The Program continues

At theend of August 1999 thefirst three-year phase of theAFANet Programme
was successfully concluded. In March 2000 AFANet applied for and received
outline acceptance of funding for athree year programme (2000 - 03) under
SOCRATESII. AFANEet hasrecently beeninformed that it will receivefunding
for the third and final year (2002-03) of this programme. Mr. Simon Heath,
University of Aberdeen, has been responsible for the co-ordination of the
Network. However, as aconsequence of the University of Aberdeen giving up
the contract after the second project year, a new co-ordinating institution is
being negotiated. Four institutions have expressed aninitial interest in becoming
the Lead Institution for AFANEet.

The funding of the project

The funding from DG Education and Culture for AFANet beyond the contract
2002-03 is not guaranteed. 1t would be appropriate for AFANet to apply for a
Dissemination of Results contract for the year 2003-04 and there is the
expectation that AFANet could apply for afurther threeyear programme starting
in 2004-05. The application for the Dissemination of Results will haveto
be made by 1 November 2002.

ICA Update

On 12 and 13 September 2002 | CA (Interuniversity Consortium for Higher
Agricultural Education and Related Sciences) will organise its Annual
Conference with thetheme “Harmonization in European Higher Agricultural
Education: Dreamor nightmare?” . The Conferencewill bejointly organised
with ECHAE (European Conference on Higher Agricultural Education). At
the conference the consequences of the trend towards harmonisation for the
area of agricultural and related sciences will be analyzed and discussed. We
will critically consider whether harmonisation is indeed the dream for al of
us because it opens up major opportunities to modernise our programmes, to
increase the attractiveness of our institutions and to stimulate inter-European
co-operation, or that these new developments, and in particular the quality
assurance systems, may form a new extra burden in the life of our lecturers
and therefore threaten to become a nightmare. The target audience for the
conference are administrators of Higher Education institutes, policy makers
and educational specialists.

On the day after the Conference, |CA will have its General Assembly. The
Conference and General Assembly will be held in Heraklion, Crete, Greece
where the Technological Education Institute (TEI) of Crete will be the host
organisation.
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The MSc European Forestry started in January 2002

Eleven students from 6 different countries started in the MSc EF Programme in January 2002. After the first six
months of the Programme the students give it aresounding seal of approval.

Mission and Background

The MSc EF wasfirst conceived of seven years ago by
the University for Agricultural Sciences (BOKU),
Vienna. Though dueto significant bureaucratic barriers
the programme did not start until January of this year.

The idea of the Programme is to respond to the
increasing number of issuesin forest and environmental
management that are formulated, implemented, and co-
ordinated above the level of the classical nation state.
These issues provide a whole range of new challenges
and demands for policy and management at the
European level. The focus of the Programme will beon
trade and policy issues, supported by a sound
understanding of the variety of European ecological
conditions and their dynamics. The curriculum of the
Programme is designed to take into account the needs
of potential employers.

The programme language is English. Participation in
the programmeis opento all universitiesin Europe that
offer aregular M Scinforestry and nature management.
In addition to the official MSc degree certificate the
Programme Committee will award a Programme
Certificate describing the contents of the programme.

MSE EURGREEANIFORESTRY
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Structure

The M Sc EF degreetotals60 ECTScredits. Itisdivided
into four parts:
Thelntroductory Course (IC), providesthe students
with an intensive introduction to forestry from a
European perspective. (4 weeks)
TheApplied Period (AP) isawork assignment where
the students apply their knowledge and skills in a
job with aEuropean Forestry orientation.(10 weeks)
The Problem Oriented Course (POC) has atwofold
target: firstly that the students utilise the skills and
experience that they gained during their applied
period and secondly prepare the students for the
thesis stage of the Programme. (2 weeks)
Thefinal part of the Programmeisthe 30 week thesis
period. The thesis will have an explicit European
dimension.

Current Member Universities:

University of Agricultural Sciences (BOKU), Vienna,
Austria

University of Joensuu, Finland

University of Wageningen, The Netherlands
University of Lleida (UdL), Spain

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU),
Sweden

The MSc EF is open to al students with the relevant
experience, though they will have to register with one
of the participating Universities upon commencement
of the course. An application can be downloaded from
http://qis.joensuu.fi/mscef/subscribe, the deadline for
applications is the 28" February.

For more information about the M Sc European
Forestry, please contact the SILVA Network office or
visit the web pages: http://gis.,joensuu.fi/mscef.
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Student’s Perspectives

The Introductory Course

Thefirst IC in January 2002 was organised in Uppsala,
Sweden. The course consists of 7 sub-divisions, each
of which was the responsibility of one of the
participating universities. MSc EF student David
Gritten describes the IC: “ Eleven students from
Germany, Sveden, Spain,UK, Russia and USA met to
start the programme with the IC. The Course was
organised by SLU. All aspects of the course provided
uswith anideal opportunity to increase our knowledge
and understanding of European Forestry from the
location, the close proximity of various forestry
industries, the diverse background of the students and
of course unique opportunity to attend lectures and
seminars presented by lecturers and experts who are
leaders in their field. The highlights included: Prof.
Dr. Spiecker from Albert-Ludwigs-University, Freiburg,
Germany who presented lectures and seminars on the
Production issues affecting European Forestry today
and Dr P. Mayer from the Ministerial Conference on
the Protection of Forests in Europe and Dr. Prof. K.
Hogl from BOKU, who presented Policy aspects of
European Forestry. The various insights that we were
provided makes the course in our eyes quite unique.

The Applied Period

“1 spent my Applied Period with the International
Section of the National Board of Forestry in
Joenkoeping Sweden. My work there consisted
primarily in preparing presentations and reports about
Spanish forestry administration as well as a report
about the National Forest Programmes of countries of
the European Union. During my AP, | learned about
the organisation of Swedish Forestry, fromthe decision
making to the stand. | visited all Departments and
Sectionsin the National Board and also some Regional
Boards in southern Sveden. This AP has given me the
opportunity of learning about I nter national agreements
in Forestry on a both Swedish and European level. Also,
I have acquired an open and wide ranging view
regarding Swedish Forestry Administration, providing
an invaluable insight into the hierarchy, and how
National Policies are co-ordinated and implemented.
The Applied Period as a concept offers the students an
exceptional platform to experience real European
Forestry, and in my case | cannot talk highly enough of
the experience and knowledge that | gained from my
time spent in Swveden.” Blas Mola Yudego MSc EF
student from the University of Lleida Spain.

The other students have spent their Applied periodswith
various organisationsfrom Consultants, FEG oy Joensuu
Finland, to research at the European Forestry Institute.

MSc EF students and lecturersin cork oak plantation in Catalonia, Spain. Photo courtesy of Prof. Carlos Colinas
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The POC

The two week course was held at the Catalonian Forest
Technology Research Centre in Solsona Spain. The
course focussed on creating a recovery plan for the
Sol sones region which was devastated by forest firesin
1994 and 1998. The students could draw on knowledge
of expertsinvarying fieldsfrom Fire Preventionto Game
Management. The course was very practica as one of
the groups presented a recovery plan for a 250 hectare
holding which was badly damaged in the 1998 fire. The
landowner was very positive of the recommendations
put forward. This single presentation was a perfect
example of the merits of thiskind of course. Thiscourse
was deemed to be a universal successin providing the
studentswith experienceinteamwork, working in avery
intensive environment and dealing with forestry related
issues from a completely new context.

Thesis Period

Now is the start of the thesis period, the thesis topics
range from the comparative analysisof forestry curricula
for the development of ICT education to Woody biomass
potential in North-West Russia for pellets production,
oriented for European biofuel markets.

The Future

The current MSc EF students want the Programme to
be a success, this is not just because of self interest,
but because they feel that it is* something special.” At
present the next Programme is scheduled to start in
September 2003. However steps need to be taken to
ensure that it will continue to be a success:

- The focus at present is funding; the nature of the
Programme entails a significant amount of travel
for both students and lecturers. The Partner
Universities are exploring possibilities of funding
through the Erasmus Programme, as well as
applying for sponsorship.

The future success of the Programme al so depends
on more universities becoming partners in the
Programme.-

It is hoped that the next Programme will seea
larger intake of students, ideally 16. Awareness
amongst students and lecturers needs to be
dramatically increased.

More diverse placements are needed for the
Applied Period

=i

Excursion to Solsones burn site as part of the POC.Photo courtesy of Prof. Carlos Colinas
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The design and development of
A Virtual European Forestry Faculty

A project for the AFANET thematic Network for Agriculture, Forestry and Aquaculture by the SILVA Network, co-funded by the
Administrative Board of The Region of Eastern Finland (MOVE - Distance Education in Forestry Sciences-project)

A major challenge of higher forestry education in Europe is to increase efficiency and improve the quality of
academic institutions and to promote the balanced progressin different regionsin Europe. Unifying systems for
course units, degrees and other awards will provide good possibilities to introduce joint-courses and curriculas
and for student mobillity as wel. Web-based learing environments and distant learning offers one of the most
promising areas for taking advantage of new Information and communication technology. 1CTcould also
significantly increase the number of people who are able to participate in the educational exchange activitiesin
Europe (virtual mobility)

In response to the new education and social challenges of the information society, a significant program of
cooperation by several European higher forestry education institutes saw the establishment, in 2001, of the Virtual

European Forestry Faculty project (VIEFOR) under AFANET.

Aims

The aim of the project isto support the development of
distance learning and establishing a virtual forestry
faculty in Europe. The project aims also to generate, a
project definition document for the specification, design,
delivery and evaluation of forestry courses by distance
learningusing ICT. Theaimswill beachieved by gaining
experience in managing curricula developments and
delivered using ICT in forestry education.

Objectives

*  Anayse the current situation in the utilisation of
ICT in higher forestry education in Europe

*  Explore opportunities and discover an effective and
reasonable way to use web-based teaching and
learning;

*  Trainlecturesto effectively use ICT applicationsand
to create web-based study material

* Develop preconditions for the modification of
existing study material to virtual format

*  Facilitate the effective use of know-how of forestry
gpecialists and the expertise of different European
forestry institutes in ICT based distance learning.

Progression

Virtual European Forestry Faculty got its own www-
pages one year ago when the basic outlook of the virtual
campus was launched. Step by step the contents and
services of VIEFOR have been designed. At the first
stage VIEFOR serves mainly the developers and
designers by offering efficient tools for communication
and co-operation:

bulletin board (existing)

meeting room for discussions (existing)
links (existing)

teacher/expert database and forum (coming)
producer software of joint-papers (coming)

A later date will see the launch of the Virtual Library
which will enable students to find course material etc.
The Second Stage of the VIEFOR project will al'so serve
the students by offering courses and study material, tools
for communication with other students and teachers,
student mobility activitiesand study secretarial services.
Currently information about M Sc European Forestry
program as well as some study material can be found
through the pages. To design acustomer friendly faculty
that really servesthe needs of both students and teachers
it's important that also the students are involved the
development work from the beginning. The survey study
for students has just started in the end of July at the
University of Joensuu.
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The Exam
Demonstration
The Exam Aquarium will be
introduced by demo in the fifth
SILVA Network European
Workshop of “Virtual European
Forestry Faculty, I nformation and
Communication Technologies in
Forestry Education in Europe”

Aquarium

For more information
contact the SILVA
secretariat:
silva.network @joensuu.fi.
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Exam AQUARIUM

Net based virtual exam system

A significant stepin thevirtualisation of the Forestry education of the University
of Joensuu, Finland, has been the development of the net based virtual exam
system, which is known as “Exam Aquarium”. The Virtual Aquarium, which
was established in association with Sordino Information Systems Ltd" was
successfully tested during the academic year 2001-2002. Several courses have
aready put their exams in complete virtual surroundings. The target of the
Faculty isto offer students a possibility to take all their examsin Aquarium.

Aquarium

Aquarium is acomputer aided Internet based application with which students
can take the examination and teachers can verify the answers in Internet.
Students choose a suitable time for the exam and make the reservation on the
system. When starting the exam the student log in to the system with the
username and password received when he/she registered for the examination
in question. The system creates an individual exam using the instructions and
aset of questions given by the responsible teacher and gives a certain time for
answering the questions. At Joensuu the problem of supervising the exam is
resolved by the use of video camera.

The advantages of virtual exam

The advantages besides giving greater independence of time and place are:
For teachers: when the block of questionsarein the database the system arranges
the exam each time a student wants to take one. This saves the limited time of
the teachers. Furthermore the answers are easier to read when no handwriting
of the students has to be “interpreted”.

For students: the Test Aquarium offersindependence of time; the possibility to
plan one's own studies more freely, givestime to access the limited number of
study books and offers peaceful place to take the exam.

The user experiences

The experiences during the first year have been very good and both teachers
and students rapidly accepted the new format. The new version with versatile
guestion types was launched during the summer semester 2002. In future the
plan is to make the virtual exam available to distance learners.

A user survey for students hasjust started and will be availablein the
end of thisyear.

* Sordino Information Systems Ltd

Systems for Open Research & development Information
Information: Contact@sordino.fi

URL: http://www.sordino.fi
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M Sc European Forestry Thesis of
“The Comparative Analysis of Forestry Curriculafor the
Development of ICT in Education”

Background

My nameis David Gritten, | am one of the eleven MSc
European Forestry students. As part of my Applied
Period for theM Sc EF, | worked for the SilvaNetwork.
One of the main aspects of my work wasto assist inthe
development of the Virtual European Forestry Faculty
(VIEFOR). This and my background in teaching have
led meto chooseforestry education and ICT asthebasis
for my thesis topic: “The comparative analysis of
forestry curricula for the development of ICT in
education”.

Virtual Education

| am afirm believer in co-operation at thislevel, for me
the benefits of VIEFOR are clear: exchange of
knowledge benefiting both students and lecturers, and
potential for a more efficient method of delivering
information. The great potential of using ICT must not
be wasted through poor delivery, and with thisin mind
my thesis will attempt to compare existing online
material used focussing mainly ontheVIEFOR partners,
but also will look at material used by other SILVA
members.

Information isrequired

The utilisation of the potential of ICT has varied from
institution to institution and from course to course. My
thesis will attempt to focus on its development,
concentrating primarily on the VIEFOR partners. | am
currently in the research stage of my thesis, and would
greatly appreciate receiving information from both
VIEFOR and non-VIEFOR members.

1. Thefirst step will be to analyse the curricula of
the VIEFOR members.

2. Look at the courses they currently have online.
Considering the issues that have arisen as a result.

3. Look at the internationalisation of Higher
Education.

4. Explorethe aspects of the use of ICT in Higher
Education.

5. Examining the pedagogical effects of using ICT
with regards to both students and lecturers.

The advisersfor the thesis:

Prof. Dr. Lewark of Albert-Ludwig Universitat, Freiburg,
Germany. Who will advise me on the Forestry education
side of my thesis.

Dr.’s Patrikainen and Makinen of Mentorit Education
Consultants, Joensuu, Finland My advisers for the
pedagogical area.

Dr. Tahvanainen of Sordino Information Systems,
Joensuu Finland will advise me on the ICT aspect.

| will present my findings at the SILVA Conferencein
Warsaw in September.

Contact address: gritten@cc.joensuu.fi
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Silvat?

SILVA News

SLVA News is the
newsletter of the SILVA
Network and it is published
1-2 times per year and
distributed to approximately
200 individuals and
organisations.

Call for contributions
Readers of the SILVA News are
warmly welcomed to send short
articles on international activities
in the field of forestry education.
SILVA Network reserves the right
to edit the articles if necessary.
Members of the SILVA Network
are welcome to send also short
announcements of events and
publications to be published in
SILVA News free of charge.

Subscription

SILVA News is free of charge. In
order to receive acopy, please send
you full address to the SILVA
Network Office.
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Administrative Changes

The Secretary General Ms Liisa Tahvanainen has come back from her
maternity leave. Mr Eero Forss who has successfully taken care of the
responsibilities of Secretary General during that time, is leaving the office at
the end of August.

We regret the inconvenience that might have caused to you due to changesin
personnel. If you have any questions, comments, ideas etc. concerning the
SILVA Network and its activities, please feel free to contact us. The contact
information can be found at the first page of this newsdletter.

A New Project Co-ordinator

During the summer we a so have got anew employee from the European Master
program, MSc EF student Mr. David Gritten is taking care of various
responsibilities as a project coordinator. His main duty is to collect data for
hismaster thesis (seethe special articleinthisnewdetter). Hewill beemployed
at least until the end of this year.

E-mail: david.gritten@joensuu.fi

The SILVA group expressesits warmest thanksto Mr Eero For ss by wishing
him all the best and welcome Mr David Gritten to our Network.



